
Governance and Nominating Report – By-Laws: 

Recommendation to Amend ACO By-Laws: 

By-Law Amendment 2026 - 1 

The by-laws of an Ontario not-for-profit corporation establish the framework 
for its internal governance and operations. They set out how the Board of 
Directors conducts business, how meetings are called, how amendments are 
made, and the conditions of membership, including classes of membership, 
voting rights, and the number of directors. Clear by-laws support 
transparency, accountability, and compliance with legal requirements. 

ACO’s Articles of Incorporation (Letters Patent) are not being amended.  

The proposed by-law amendments incorporate the changes approved by the 
Board at its 25 April 2026 meeting, along with minor administrative revisions 
required to align the by-laws with the Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act 
(ONCA). They are intended to support ACO’s operation as a province-wide 
organization while allowing for more flexible policies in key operational areas, 
including the establishment of aƯiliates within the corporation’s capacity and 
the continued development of committees that engage members in province-
wide activities while supporting local initiatives. 

The existing by-laws were reviewed by the Governance & Nominating 
Committee and submitted to ACO’s legal counsel, Ted Hyland of Iller 
Campbell LLP, together with the Board motions and summary presented on 25 
April 2026. Following that review, ACO’s Board of Directors approved the 
proposed amendments on 13 June 2026. 

The amendments add the following definitions: 

1) AƯiliate  

2) AƯiliate Agreement 

3) Cost Share 2026 

4) Cost Share 2027 

5) A clarification of the term “Directors” of the corporation, and a limitation of 
the ex oƯicio definition to the past chair or president 



a) The amendments also include and provide the following changes to 
Article 7 (re; branches) that: 

b) Section 7.7 adds the option for the Board to terminate a branch by 
resolution. 

6) Section 7.8:  

a) Directs the wind-down of existing branches by 1 November 2026;  

b) Provides for the Wind-Down of the branches according to the Transition 
and Wind-Down Policy;  

c) Determines that branches will cease to operate by 31 October 2026;  

d) Directs ACO branch bank accounts to close by 30 November 2026 with 
all funds transferred to ACO’s operating account; 

e) Requires that all financial records (revenue and expenditures) be 
delivered to ACO by 30 November 2026; 

f) Requires that branches set aside suƯicient funds to satisfy the cost 
share obligations for 2026 and 2027. 

7) Section 7.8(b)(iv) provides that ACO branch assets are to be used in the 
community from which they were derived consistent with the corporation’s 
Objects, applicable law, the Transition and Wind-Down Policy and any 
aƯiliate agreement. 

8) Section 7.9 provides for the termination of Article 7 (branches) on 31 
December 2026 or on another date determined by resolution of the Board. 

(amending by-law in full follows the motion) 

MOTION TO APPROVE: 

THAT the members of ACO approve By-Law Amendment 2026 - 1, as approved 
by the Board of Directors on 13 June 2026 and presented to the members at 
the Annual General Meeting, including the amendments to the Corporation’s 
by-laws described in the Governance and Nominating Report; and 

THAT the amended by-laws be confirmed and adopted eƯective upon 
approval by the members, subject to any required filings, administrative 



corrections, or non-substantive revisions approved by the Board of Directors 
or required to give eƯect to the amendment. 

 

 

Moved by: 

 

Seconded by: 

 












